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To wonder... to achieve... to make a difference... together!

Principal’s Perspective
Dear Holy Name of Jesus School Community,

As we move into another week at HNJ, I want to take a moment to celebrate the many ways our students are already living
out our school’s mission. From faith-filled experiences to academic excellence, their energy and growth are truly
inspiring.

This past weekend, we sent our 7th-grade students off for their overnight retreat. They attended the 10:30 Mass together,
sat on the steps of the altar during the homily, led the readings and served at the altar, and were blessed by the community
at the end of Mass. This class is a wonderful group of spiritually centered and kind students. On Monday morning, I was
blessed to spend time with them at Camp Abbey, where they participated in a prayer service and each received a word
from Scripture to guide them throughout the school year. I look forward to seeing who they will become during their final
year at HNJ and the mark they will leave on our school before they graduate.

This week, teachers also began reviewing NWEA data to help students set individual goals and guide classroom
instruction. I am proud to share that our 7th-grade students scored in the 91st percentile overall in Math and the 80th
percentile in Reading, an incredible accomplishment at the very start of the school year! I look forward to seeing their
continued growth and achievement when we measure again in the winter and spring.

As a whole, our students from Kindergarten through 7th grade performed very well in both Reading and Math. These
beginning-of-year benchmarks will help us set school-wide, class, and individual goals. The bar is high at HNJ, and I know
our students and teachers will continue to raise it even higher throughout the year.

I am so proud of our students and teachers. We are truly living out our core belief of Striving for Personal
Excellence.

As we look ahead, let’s continue to celebrate these moments of growth, both spiritual and academic, that make HNJ such a
special place. Thank you for your continued partnership in supporting our students and helping them shine.
Have a wonderful week!

God Bless,
Kirsch J. Williams

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
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Wednesday, September 24
Back to School BBQ Pre-Orders Due

Friday, September 26
School Mass, 8:30 AM at HNJ Church (Kindergarten - 7 , Parents Welcome)th

House Meetings (2  - 7  Grade)nd th

PTC Back to School BBQ, 6:00 PM (see flyer below)

Monday, September 29
HNJ Spirit Shirt Day

Tuesday, September 30
September Honorable Gator Ceremony

PTC Board Meeting, 6:00 PM

Friday, October 3
School Mass, 8:30 AM at HNJ Church (Kindergarten - 7 , Parents Welcome)th

Friday, October 3 - Sunday October 5
Men’s Club Pumpkin Patch (see flyer below)

Tuesday, October 7
Grand Gators Meeting, 10:00 AM in Parish Center

Thursday, October 9
PTC Fall Meeting and Social (more details to follow)

Spirit Shirt
Guidelines

September Lunch
Menu

2025-2026
School Calendar

Upcoming Important Dates

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=c_c69ea18de272fb165c429e32a14c46a182506157086f104b53494995c89926fe%40group.calendar.google.com&ctz=America%2FChicago
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ktlwcBuhertubsSTklKOMz-GYrqvqqMb/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ktlwcBuhertubsSTklKOMz-GYrqvqqMb/view
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_NYXl3WdKi2ynxCoQHsAjtUMhm_muHuB/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=100958655030162197907&rtpof=true&sd=true


To wonder... to achieve... to make a difference... together!

What’s happpening this week in

hNj AthlEtics?

Upcoming Athletic Events

5th Grade Football
9/23 vs. Stuart Hall @ Avenger, 4:00 PM
9/30 vs. St. Pius X @ Avenger, 4:00 PM

6th & 7  Footballth

9/24 vs. St. Pius X @ Avenger, 4:00 PM
10/1 vs. Kehoe France @ Avenger, 4:00 PM

6th Grade Volleyball
9/23 @ Kehoe France, 4:00 PM

10/1 @ John Curtis, 4:00 PM

7  Grade Volleyballth

9/23 @ Kehoe France, 4:45 PM
9/30 @ St. Martins, 4:00 PM

Cross Country
Holy Cross Meet @ City Park, 8:30 AM

Upcoming Athletic Events

5th Grade Football

The Gators 5th football team earned a strong 32-18 win. Peyton Johnson led
the offense with four touchdowns and an extra point. Gabe Gallant added a
touchdown catch and an extra point, while Marcel Inderbitzen contributed
an extra point as well.

Defensively, Logan Ryan and William McCormick each recorded a sack,
helping secure the victory. Great job, Gators, let’s keep this momentum going!

7th Grade Football

The 7th football team secured their second win of the season with a dominant
19-0 victory against St. Paul’s on Wednesday afternoon. 

Offensively, Vicente Valero was a standout, contributing with a rushing
touchdown and a touchdown off an interception (commonly known as a pick-
six). Peyton Johnson also added to the score with a rushing touchdown to
finalize the win. 

On the defensive side, Anthony Rochoa, Jase McGrew, J.P. Inderbitzin, and
Isaiaih Phillips each recorded a sack, while Ben Nalty and Andrew Harris
both made interceptions.

Cross Country

The girls Middle School CC team placed 6 out of 14 teams at the St.Pius X Middle School Invitational.
17th place overall finisher Stella Miller led the charge with a 15:09 2 mile time. Elodie Trahant
placed 24th with a 2 mile time of 15:36. The boys Middle School team placed 14 out of 15 teams. Anders
Eriksen had a time of 15:24 in the 2 mile. The boys Middle School non-scored division had the
performance of the day with 3rd grader Minor Azuma’s 2 mile time of 15:43. Tied for second best for
the entire boys team scored or non scored way to go Minor! 

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
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Dear Gator Fans,

HNJ Fall Sports apparel is now on sale! The shop includes Holy Name–only apparel, a
general Athletics option, as well as sport-specific items for cross country, golf,
football, swimming, and volleyball.

To place your order, please use this link: Fall Sports Apparel.

HNJ Pink Volleyball Games

Please come out and support our 6th and 7th grade volleyball teams during the
annual Pink Games at Loyola University Gym (5th floor):

Tuesday, October 7 – vs. Sacred Heart
Thursday, October 9 – vs. Newman

📍 6th Grade First Volley: 3:45 PM
📍 7th Grade First Volley: 4:30 PM

In recognition of Breast Cancer Awareness Month, the HNJ Athletics Department
will also be selling special edition Pink Volleyball t-shirts.

To purchase, please use this link: VB Pink T-shirt. 

Deadline: All Fall sports apparel orders and Pink Volleyball t-shirt orders are due
Friday, September 26 at 9:00 AM.

As always, thank you for your continued support of Holy Name Athletics.
One… Two… Three…
Gator Pride!
Coach T

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://forms.gle/G8z3zEW8EXaLUR9C7
https://forms.gle/urW4FUWMqK9wr4Je9
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Managing the Daily Stress (for students AND their adults!)

How are you doing now that school is in full swing? Undoubtedly tears have been
shed, drama has unfolded and a few solid victories were achieved! Here are a few tips
for managing the stress of everyday life.

In the morning, decide on a primary goal for the day & accept that things could go
wrong. This may sound counter-intuitive, but you know from experience things
can go wrong and when they do, you already have a backup plan in your mind.
Throughout the day: Be mindful of how you respond to daily stress. If you feel
emotional, pause and reflect about where this is coming from. These are thoughts
you are responding to; focus on what you have control over. Think about having ?...
the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, the courage to change the things
I can, and the wisdom to know the difference.?
Reflect at the end of the day. Whether it went 

        well or not, there are lessons you can learn by 
        stepping back and getting perspective. Ask 
        yourself the following questions: What went 
        well? 2) What needs to be worked on? 3) What 
       did I miss?

Step outside of yourself as if you were talking 
        to a friend. Avoid negative self-talk about failures, 
        focus on solutions and allow yourself to feel good 
        about your victories! 

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
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It's an exciting time for our 5th-7th grade students
as high school admissions events are starting to

take place! Middle School students have many
opportunities to explore the various Catholic High

Schools in order to identify the school that best
suits their unique interests and abilities! We

strongly encourage students to experience on-
campus events, including Open Houses and Spend-
a-Days. To schedule a Spend-a-Day experience or to

register for other admissions events, visit the
website of the high school(s) of your choice.

Absences due to Spend-a-Day events are excused,
but missed school work is still expected to be

completed. 

High School Information

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScx_fxQBa3MzI4Ie-Jt3yYtmU0Ju4pwH3XyqS6UTUn502zHHw/viewform?usp=dialog
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Volunteer!

Sign Up For a Trunk!

Event Registration and
Food Pre-Orders

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A4CACA62AA2F5C70-58708979-trunk#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A4CACA62AA2F5C70-58763500-trick#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A4CACA62AA2F5C70-58708979-trunk#/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1jYSlUEE0B-1K88Kcnlf2GOAL2h1ktJrfTpe2PvokU10/edit?usp=sharing_eil_se_dm&ts=68d15ff6
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1jYSlUEE0B-1K88Kcnlf2GOAL2h1ktJrfTpe2PvokU10/edit?usp=sharing_eil_se_dm&ts=68d15ff6
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We are proud to offer a FREE Later Gator class through our Loyola Partnership. 

Philosopher Kids is a FREE after-school program run by the Philosophy Department at Loyola
University. 

In this class, 1  through 4  grade students can learn to engage with philosophical questions and learn
critical thinking skills through children's literature! 

st th

At each meeting, undergraduate students from Loyola facilitate various types of discussions, games,
and activities surrounding philosophical topics introduced in the selected books read as a group.

The meetings occur weekly from 3:30pm to 5pm on Monday. 

Click here to register!

It's never too early to start learning philosophy!

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScfxAkXT1LijEqSygz_jZs0VnTcld_LEuHg_XPKiDREZm-8BQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScfxAkXT1LijEqSygz_jZs0VnTcld_LEuHg_XPKiDREZm-8BQ/viewform?usp=preview
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HOUSE SYSTEM: MONTHLY CHALLENGES

Click the symbol for each house to find instructions for the house
challenge of the month. We look forward to building community with

the house system this year!

House of Excellence House of Reverence

House of Service House of Truth and Light

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGvhfux744/5HSUpH-RhS6dFyEHNKYM6A/view?utm_content=DAGvhfux744&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=hf7d74703c0#2
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGsly4bQIk/aVt8OpWxEW3uGMGfOc_4Gg/view?utm_content=DAGsly4bQIk&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=h15a83ebddf#1
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGs37mw2Zo/fWKIdlQ8b6p6Pq0G1Mve-Q/view?utm_content=DAGs37mw2Zo&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=he61f4b9535
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGsr1-C6Wg/UdYGgJam6uTEOda_Er2zrw/view?utm_content=DAGsr1-C6Wg&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=h76f744ec19
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Little Gators is accepting
donations of diapers in
collaboration with the
Junior League of New
Orleans’ Diaper Drive.
Please bring diapers to

donate to the Front Office or
Little Gators Entrance.

Thank you for your support!

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
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Volunteer Sign Up

Dinner Order

📣 HNJ Cheerleaders Fundraiser!

✨ Support our Cheer Team and enjoy a
refreshing treat! ✨

🍧 What: Fresh Fruit Frozen Bars (partnering
with Pepperoni’s Café)
📅 When: Friday, September 26 – during House
Meetings
🐊 Who: All grade levels (Little Gators through
7th Grade)
🍉 Flavors: Watermelon • Mango • Pineapple

To participate, please fill out the order form by
Wednesday, September 24 at 10:00 AM

👉 Fresh Fruit Frozen Bars. 

Thank you for cheering on our cheerleaders!
Your support makes a difference! 

Go Gators!

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://hnjschool.org/gator-fest
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0E4EA5AA2CA1FB6-57758771-hnjback#/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc4fdnhLItGpgJj1CQ8lrflzwKZYMAnfu0UnJ_iGoTudVVArg/viewform
https://forms.gle/7aG1z6L9ru7ziErF6
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